PART ONE:  SCENE I
Principals: JANE MARRTOT (aged 31), ROBERT MARRYOT
(aged 35), ELLEN (aged 25), BRIDGES (aged 40).
SCENE : The drawing-room of a London bouse. The room
is charmingly furnished in the taste of the period. There
are two windows at the back with a small balcony in
front of each of them; apart from this structural
necessity the decoration and furniture, etc., can be left to
the discretion of the designer.
TIME :   About 11.45 P*m. Sunday, December 3 ist91899.
When the curtain rises, ELLEN, the parlourmaid, is
discovered setting the table with a light supper consisting of
sandwiches and cake. She is a pleasant-looking woman
of twenty-five,
Enter BRIDGES, the butler, with a bottle of cham-
pagne in a bucket of ice. He is older than ELLEN,
about forty, with iron-grey hair.
ELLEN : They won't need champagne if they've got
'ot punch, will they ?
BRIDGES :   You never know; best to be on the safe side,
ELLEN :   How was Cook when you come up ?
BRIDGES : Running round that kitchen like a cat on
a griddle; New Year's Eve's gone to *er 'ead, and no
mistake.
ELLEN :   She's been queer all day, she says she feel
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